AABE LIPP Committee
SUPPLIER DIVERSITY WORK GROUP
Conference Call Summary
(September 1, 2011 @ 11am EST)

Participants
Frank Stewart
Paula Jackson
Sabrina Campbell
Susan Bostic
Tita Gray
Walter McLeod (chair)

1. W. McLeod opened the call at 11am EST. After welcoming participants, he led introductions and opened the discussion.
2. T. Gray briefed the Supplier Diversity Working Group (SDWG) on her meeting with Commissioner Simon of CA.  Commissioner Simon  suggested that AABE interact directly with the NARUC UMAP Committee and UMAS Subcommittee.
3. T. Gray briefed the SDWG on California General Order (G.O.) 156.  The group may consider GO 156 along with other legislation, as a model for States to encourage participation in supplier diversity efforts.
4. The SDWG began reviewing the NARUC Utility Market Access Partnership (UMAP) Strategy.  The discussion centered mainly on the section covering “NARUC Policy on UMAP Strategies for Growth of Diverse Business Enterprises.”  
5. The SDWG suggested expanding the UMAP strategy beyond utilities to include the entire energy industry supply chain (UMAP #1), to clarify “supplier development” to mean capacity building and/or technical assistance (UMAP #2) and to broaden the supplier diversity reporting/monitoring guidelines to the energy industry at large (e.g., coal, nuclear, oil and gas; UMAP #6).
6. S. Campbell recommended that AABE policy should probably avoid any ranking or grading system of companies based upon supplier diversity efforts (UMAP #5).  She also cautioned AABE involvement in company specific contract issues (UMAP #4).
7. W. McLeod will initiate efforts to reach out to and coordinate supplier diversity energy policy efforts with the National Minority Supply Diversity Council (NMSDC), in response to UMAP #3.
8. W. McLeod agreed to work with SDWG members to draft an AABE policy statement on supplier diversity. T. Gray volunteered to draft language arguing the business case for minority-owned business/diverse business enterprises (MBE/DBE).
9. W. McLeod agreed to contact AABE Board members Warner Williams and Carolyn Green for input on oil and gas sector challenges and opportunities for MBE/DBE suppliers.
[bookmark: _GoBack]10. The call was adjourned at 11:55 am EST.

